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j ourna l homepage: www.e lsev ie r.com/ locate /bbamcrThe 11th Meeting of the European Calcium SocietyThe 11th Meeting of the European Calcium Society (ECS) was held
for the ﬁrst time in Eastern Europe at the Ochota Campus of the
University ofWarsaw from 6th to 9th of September 2010. Themeeting
was organized by Jacek Kuznicki and his staff and supported by an
International Scientiﬁc Committee. They put together such an
attractive program that more than 230 scientists from 28 different
countries attended the meeting including participants from Australia,
Japan, North and South America, Russia, China, India, and even Qatar,
but probably also because Warsaw is such an attractive city in the
center of Europe. The program was started with a Symposium of 4
lectures in memoriam of the Late Witold Drabikowski, who together
with Ernesto Carafoli organized the ﬁrst International Calcium
Meeting back in 1973 in Jablonna, Poland. The scientiﬁc program
was divided into 7 different symposia and 2 poster sessions withmore
than 110 posters. Next to 2 poster prizes (Magali Savignac, University
of Toulouse, France; Ilse Vandecaetsbeek, University of Leuven,
Belgium) there was also a Drabikowski award given, a hand-crafted
statuette of the EF-hand, to Joanna Jung (University of Alberts,
Canada) for the best oral presentation selected from the submitted
abstracts. The meeting was closed with the second Sir Michael
Berridge Lecture delivered by Katsuhiko Mikoshiba and sponsored by
Biochimica et Biophysica Acta and the ECS. Mikoshiba, the “father” of
the IP3-receptor, gave a fascinating in-depth view on the structure/
function relationship of the IP3 receptor and its role in the regulation
of Ca2+-signaling and disease.
The meeting spanned a wide range of calcium-dependent processes
such as structural aspects of calcium-binding proteins, calcium signaling
in general and inneuronal function in particular, visualization of calcium
by imaging techniques, and the role of calcium in gene expression,
alternative splicing, differentiation anddisease. A detailed account of the
meeting is given by Joachim Krebs elsewhere in this volume.
Supporting young researchers is one of the main interests of ECS
meetings. This time a total number of 32 fellowships were offered by
the ECS, the School of Molecular Medicine of Warsaw and by the
organizers.
In summary, this was an excellent, well-organized and well-
attended meeting, and we have to thank our Polish colleagues for
their warm and generous hospitality. We are looking forward to the
3rd ECS workshop 2011 in Seix, France, followed by the 12th ECS
Calcium Meeting which is going to be organized by Marc Moreau and
his colleagues in September 2012 in Toulouse, France.
The symposium was mainly supported by the following sponsors:
the ECS, the International Visegrad Fund; 7th Framework Programme
of the European Union; the International Institute of Molecular and
Cell Biology, Warsaw, Poland; the Nencki Institute of Experimental
Biology, Warsaw, Poland; PAN Cell Biology and Neurobiology
Committees of the Polish Academy of Sciences; Postgraduate School
of Molecular Medicine of the University of Warsaw, Poland; Sigma-
Aldrich; Perkin-Elmer; CreaCell.0167-4889/$ – see front matter © 2011 Published by Elsevier B.V.
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E-mail address: jkrebs@nmr.mpibpc.mpg.de.Dr. Jacques Haiech is a professor at the School of
Biotechnological Engineer of Strasbourg (FRANCE). He is
also an expert in biotechnology and bioinformatics and acts
as an expert counselor of the FrenchMinistry of Research in
life science domain. His main area of research is the role of
calmodulin in deciphering calcium signal. He obtained his
Master inmathematics in 1974 and his PhD in biochemistry
in 1978. In 1987 and 1993, he was a visiting associate
professor of the Pharmacology Department of Vanderbilt
University, Nashville, Tennessee, and a visiting professor at
Northwestern University in the Molecular Pharmacology
Department, Chicago (USA). He is the author of more than
150 scientiﬁc publications and awarded “Chevalier de
l'Ordre du Mérite,” a high French distinction for outstanding services to the country.Dr. ClausW.Heizmann is Professorof Clinical Biochemistry at
the University of Zurich in Switzerland. He received his
Diploma inChemistry from theUniversity of Basel andhis Ph.
D. degree in 1970 from the University of Konstanz, Germany.
Subsequently he was trained as a post-doctoral fellow in the
laboratory of Dr. Edmond Fischer at the University of
Washington, Seattle and at the Federal Institute of Technol-
ogy (ETH) in Zurich. From 1989 to 2007 he was Director of
Clinical Chemistry and Biochemistry at the Department of
Pediatrics at the University of Zurich. His research focuses on
the structure and functions of calcium-binding proteins and
RAGE in health and disease.Dr. Joachim Krebs has been working in the ﬁeld of calcium-
binding and calcium-transporting proteins for many years.
After receiving his PhD from the University of Tübingen,
Germany, he spent 2 years as a postdoctoral fellow in the Lab
of Prof. R.J.P. Williams at the Institute of Inorganic Chemistry
of theUniversity ofOxford,UK. In1977heacceptedaposition
at the Institute of Biochemistry at the Swiss Federal Institute
of Technology (ETH) in Zurich, Switzerland. He has authored,
co-authored, and edited numerous articles in international
journals and books in the ﬁeld of calcium biochemistry and
calcium signaling. After his retirement from the ETH he
continued his research at the Department of NMR based
Structural Biology of theMax Planck Institute for Biophysical
Chemistry inGöttingen, Germany. Recently, he edited togetherwithMarekMichalak from
theUniversity of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada, the book “Calcium: Amatter of life or death,”
published by Elsevier in 2007.
